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Life Membership granted to two Association stalwarts

Our 23 June meeting saw unanimous support for the
motions to grant Life Membership to Barbara Wills and
Helen Waterhouse. This was for their many years of selfless
service to the Association and hence the wider community
of MacMasters Beach.

Barbara was president for many years — decades in fact -
with a focus on making sure that our village retained its
character of low rise/low commercial development. She
diligently monitored Council’s approval of Development
Applications in the community, to ensure they met

Council’s building code and did not detract from our

community’s aesthetics.

Helen was the go-to person to get things organised. If the
Association needed to run an event, it could rely on Helen
to persuade the volunteers needed to plan and implement
it. She was able therefore to raise substantial funds for the
Association and for many of our community groups.

We thank them both for their invaluable support to making
sure our community is a great place to live and to visit.

Minutes of the 23 June meeting are on our website.
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Upgrade to our website

Following the development of our new website, we’re
constantly improving things in small ways to make it
easier to use and provide useful information for the
community.

We recently added a new section on recycling.

Did you know you can recycle your old grubby
sneakers, plastic bags, broken spectacles, tooth

brushes and champagne corks?
To find out how, go to
https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/recycling-in-macmasters-beach

And if you know of any other recycling opportunities the community needs to know
about, email us on macbeachprogress@gmail.com and tell us about it. We’ll checkit,
and if it works for our community, we’ll add it to the website.

Council making good progress
about the erosion protection of
our Surf Life Saving Club

The Surf Life Saving Club has reported to us that
they are pleased with progress on having the eroding
embankment remediated.

The matter is now very much on the Planning &

Environment Committee’s agenda. The severely

degrading bulka-bags, putin place after a stormin 2016 will soon be replaced. The
Norfolk Island Pines will be assessed by an arborist to ensure they are safe and can be
retained. Also, the beach shower towards the southern end of the site will be
disconnected as the water flowing from it can be deleterious to the embankment’s
stability.
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Council is a substantial way through developing its
Coastal Management Plan for the Open Coast, and it
willinclude a review of MacMasters Beach and a better
long-term solution for the risks the Club is facing.

Thanks go to our Ward Councillors Sharon Walsh and
Jared Wright, who have been very helpful in progressing
the Surf Club’s case at Council. The short-term
remediation work is on Council’s job list with the
previously allocated funding still earmarked for this
vital work.

Recent storms had a lot of people worried

The Progress Association supports the Surf Lifesaving Club on this matter and is adding

its voice to the Club's dealings with Council.

Council’s Coastal Management
Plans

Under State law, Council is required to develop
Coastal Management Plans for all its coastlines.

Two of those affect our community —the Open Coast,
and the Coastal Lagoons.

Others cover Brisbane Water and the Hawkesbury, Tuggerah Lakes and Lake Macquarie

(in conjunction with Lake Macquarie Council).

These plans help them to plan the management of the coastlines, and to make
decisions about their protection and future development. These coastlines are precious

to our communities, the environment and to tourism, so make the Central Coast a great

place to live.

The Open Coast plan is nearing completion and will assist in managing the 80 kms of
our open coast and managing the many threats it’s facing from sea levelrise, increasing
storms and development. This includes the Surf Club’s erosion risk above.

The Lagoons Plan is at the community consultation phase, with community
representatives from the four lagoons forming a Community Reference Group, meeting

with Council staff and external consultants.

So far, the major issues facing the lagoons have been identified and broad strategies to
manage those issues are being documented. The community representatives are now
attempting to prioritise those issues. Three members of our community are

participating in that process for our own Cockrone Lagoon.
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Issues under consideration include storm water inflow
quality, sensitive property development, let-out policy and
sedimentation management.

The next phase will be to bring those issues and priorities
to affected communities for wider public consultation.
The Progress Association is looking forward to hosting a

public event here in MacMasters Beach when Council will

present progress on the Plan’s development, focussing on Cockrone Lagoon, and
seeking input. Keep an eye out for the notice of the event if you want to hear from
Council officers on this important plan.

The results of that consultation and further Community Reference Group input will
finalise the plan for submission to Council and then to the State Government.

Community AEDs in Macs Beach

A reminder that there are Four Heart Defibrillators (AEDsS) s
in Macs Beah, accessible 24/7.

You’ll find them at:

1. The drive into the fire station

2. The deck of the Progress Hall

3. Onthe grassy patch at the northern end of the Surf Club
building,

4. The car park at Zac’s coffee shack

AUTOMATED EXTERNAL
DEFIBRILLATOR

For more information, go to SR o

https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/community-defibrillators.html

Association Membership

We are now halfway through the Association’s financial year. If you have not paid your
2025 annual subscription of $10 per member, please consider doing so.

Member subscriptions and donations are our main source of funds and are used to pay
ongoing expenses including hall rent, insurance, website hosting and printing.

The more members we have, the more powerful is our Community voice.

Go to https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/membership.html to complete the online
renewal/application form and for details on how to pay.
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Voices from the Community

Bushcare

Firstly, we’d like to tell you that we are NOT the dog pooh
fairies!

Bushcare has its hazards, what with ticks, ants, spiders
and (rarely) snakes. But by far the most unpleasant are
the neatly-knotted little plastic bags full of dog pooh we
find in the dunes. Those dog-owners who find it
unpleasant and inconvenient to carry their bagged dog
pooh to the nearest bin need to think about what it’s like
when we find them after they’ve been lying in the sun for
aweek ortwo. Here’s our haul for Friday 11 July.

Managing dog pooh is a two step process; bag it then bin
it.

Here's what the NSW Government Office of Local Government has to say about this

If your dog defecates in a public place or on someone else’s property, you must remove the
faeces immediately and dispose of it. If you do not clean up after your dog, you may be liable
for a maximum penalty of $880.

Now onto more pleasant and constructive news. The Bushcare Group has been applying
some of its financial resources to employ specialist contractors to spray Asparagus fern
infestations in the dunes south of the lagoon, under Council oversight. The technique used,
called spot spraying, targets the weeds and minimises impacts on native plants. This work
has followed up on work done for us funded by Council.

The kill rate of this notoriously difficult-to-kill weed has been very successful, and the
contractors will be returning to site to hand-remove weeds that could not be accessed by
spraying. Our volunteers will then follow-up to get the last surviving weeds by hand.

This process is proving to be time and cost effective, allowing the most effective use of
volunteers’ efforts and the Group’s finances to have maximum impact on weeds.

It’s good to see the natural growth that is happening on the revetment Council built after the
serious dune erosion when the lagoon was illegally let out earlier in the year. Scaevola, Acacia
and Pig Face are growing down the slope and have been supplemented of the Group’s
plantings of Coastal Spinifex.

We also need more help. If you’d like to come down and help regenerate our dunes, call Tony
on 0418 223 114. We meet weekly, but you don’t need to come every week. No experience is
necessary — if you can weed a garden you can do bush regeneration — under supervision of
course. And you don’t have to do dog-pooh cleanup.
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