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Successful book sale - Oct long
weekend

Our booksale and cake stall on the Saturday of the Labour Day
holiday returned us $950, to boost our current account
reserves to cover our annual operating costs.

Thanks to our many “cakemakers” and” booksellers” for their
contribution, and to the community for supporting the event.

Our first Community Conversation - the talk of the town

The warm evening of Wednesday 15 Oct
proved excellent for a great turn out to
our first “Community Conversation” —an
informal evening to hear from locals
about their exceptional and interesting
stories.

26 people listened to Sallie-Ann Macklin,
about her life before and after she came
to MacMasters Beach, her early life

experiences, life as a business owner and

her journey with cancer.

The event was very encouraging, and planning for the next one for 19 Nov is underway.
Putitin your diary for 6:30 pm at the Progress Hall. Hear some interesting stories and
meet some of your fellow community members.
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Road Safety Committee - report

In our last newsletter, we briefly reported on the analysis of the recent Road Safety
Survey we undertook, to find out what the community thinks about the “safety” of The
Scenic Road.

The report and our list of possible solutions to make the road safer has been sent to our
three Ward Councillors; Councillors Sharon Walsh and Jared Wright and Mayor Lawrie
Mckinna. We invited them to meet us, on site, with relevant Council staff, to see the
issues first-hand and start the process to identify viable solutions.

We are delighted that all three quickly accepted the invite, with the Mayor offering to
have his staff co-ordinate the Councillors and staff.

We’re delighted with this positive response and expect to meet by the end of November
and get the ball rolling.

A key area of concern to survey respondents was
bad driving; speeding, tailgating and overtaking
on double centre lines. We are reaching out to
the local Highway Patrol to seek their assistance
in policing these issues.

Sois speeding arealissue? Yes, itis. Ask any
residents whose driveway enters The Scenic
Road - they take their lives in the hands when
exiting their properties. And a recent
conversation with a policeman with a speed gun
outside the Coffee Shack revealed he had just
booked a driver exiting MacMasters Beach, doing

104 kph, in the 50 kph zone.

Road Safety Committee needs volunteers for working bees

While we’ve identified many possible road safety solutions that need Council approval
and assistance, there are a few that we, as a community, can do to improve things.

So we’ve identified three activities that we’ll undertake to make things a bit safer:

e Trim vegetation that overhangs the walkway and/or blocks drivers’ views at
intersections

e Mow the roadside walking route from Lakeside Dr to the Coffee Shack

e (Cleanthe white road side marker posts and other traffic signs, and remove
overgrowing vegetation, to make them more effective, and repaint the old
wooden posts that mark the drains going under the road.

If you’d like to help out to do the work or act as traffic watch, email us on
macbeachprogress@gmail.com and we’ll put you on the list. Then we’ll be in touch
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Former Association Vice President gifted an
appreciation

Last newsletter we reported that we had presented a small gift to former President
Barbara Wills, as an acknowledment and appreciation of her service.

The other new Life Membership recipient,
Helen Waterhouse had to wait for her
presentetaion — she was too busy ticking
off her “bucket-list” trip flying over Kati
Thanda -Lake Eyre.

So our General Meeting on Monday 27
saw President Ken Gardiner present
Helen with our gift and thank her for her
amazing service to the Progress
Association and other community

groups.

Community AEDs in Macs Beach

A reminder that there are Four Heart Defibrillators (AEDs) in
MacMasters Beach, accessible 24/7.

You’ll find them at:

1. The drive into the bush fire station

2. The deck of the Progress Hall

3. Onthe grassy patch at the northern end of the Surf Club
building,

4. The car park at Zac’s Coffee Shack

AUTOMATED EXTERNAL
DEFIBRILLATOR

For more information, go to

https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/community-defibrillators.html

Community Events & Activities

Macs Book Club
6:30 pm Wed 5 November at the Progress Hall

An informal variation on the traditional book club —the first week, just bring along a book
you’ve enjoyed. No need to prepare a report on it, just bring yourself and a book.
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You’ll learn about the virtues of other books you may not have heard of or considered in
your reading list, and you’ll meet some more members of our community.

Tania Wilson will be the convenor, having run similar events in the Blue Mountains.
Run-walk-talk
5.00 pm Wednesday 12 Nov, then weekly after that, starting at the Progress Hall

Again, an informal event. Bring the family, get some exercise, catch up with old friends
and meet new ones. There’s no timekeeping, starter’s gun or race numbers. Pick your
travelling companions and head off at your own pace around one of our routes around
town, all generally on level ground —and if you talk more that you walk, that’s great —
we’ve met our objectives.

Make sure you wear bright colours, so drivers can see you.

And the “best” hat wins a prize.

Our home among the gum trees ... a

cow or two and a Potoroo

By Nick Carson (Environmental Education Officer) and
Sharyn Styman (Conservation Management Officer)
Central Coast Council.

Have you heard of a potoroo? Have you ever
seen one? Did you know that the forests of
MacMasters Beach are one of the last
strongholds for Long-nosed Potoroos on the

Central Coast?

These cute forest dwellers are one of the smallest members of the kangaroo family,
standing at only 30cm tall and weighing 1 kilogram! They spend their nights searching
the forest floor for fungi, roots, invertebrates and their larvae. By digging for truffles and
invertebrates as they move through the forest, potoroos turn over the soil and spread
beneficial fungi spores. They are hardworking ecosystem engineers and important for
forest health.

During the day, they shelter in shallow nests or ‘squats’ made from grass and leaves.
Potoroos are expert nest builders and can even carry nesting material in their semi-
prehensile tail!

Being small, ground dwelling marsupials, potoroos need a dense understory of shrubs
and grasses for protection of predators. Fortunately, the mix of Council reserves,
National Park and treed private property at MacMasters provide the right type and
extent of habitat for Long-nosed Potoroos.

However, the Long-nosed Potoroo is facing numerous risks that have led to a decline in
its population. Habitat loss due to urban development, agricultural expansion, and

A voice for our community



deforestation has severely reduced the potoroos range. Additionally, introduced
predators such as foxes, dogs and cats pose a significant threat to their survival as they
prey on the potoroos and their young.

To monitor their population, Central Coast Council undertakes systematic wildlife
surveys in selected natural assets, using motion-activated cameras. Cameras are
typically deployed for four weeks with a specific lure, such as rolled oats and peanut
butter or truffle oil.

Previous surveys have revealed that the Long-nosed Potoroo, which is a threatened
species, occurs in several Council reserves utilising a range of vegetation types, dry
sclerophyll forest through to rainforest, and occurring in deep gullies as well as right up
close to adjacent residential backyards.

The surveys have also identified key threats, such as the presence of introduced
predators (foxes, dogs and cats), in known habitat of Long-nosed Potoroos. Residents
can help protect vulnerable species, such as the Long-nosed Potoroo, by keeping their
pets indoors at night and reporting fox sightings on Feral Scan.

For more information on our biodiversity and how to report sightings, please

see https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/natural-areas-and-
biodiversity/environmental-education-and-citizen-science

Joining Council’s Environmental Volunteering Program is another way to improve local
habitat for wildlife. To find out more, please

visit https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/environmental-
programs/environmental-groups

Next general meeting Association Membership

Membership is steadily rising and is now 225.
* 15Dec 2025 Our financial year is January to December, so
expect renewal information around

6.30pm for a cup of tea February/March next year.

7.00 pm meeting start

With membership fees and donations
increasing, plus finds from the last two
booksales, means our “current account”
finances are in sound shape, while we are
retaining our “fighting fund capital” intact.

Progress Hall
Cnr Tudibaring Pde and Three Points
Ave
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Voices from the Community

Bouddi Wildlife

Important Notice about Shearwater
Migration from Bouddi Wildlife.

Many of you will be aware that the annual
shearwater migration is underway, and that
NSW may soon experience typical, seasonal
shearwater mortalities along the coast.

Unfortunately, mortality is a natural part of
these long migration events, and can
sometimes present as ‘wrecks’, where
hundreds of dead birds are found washed up
on beaches. These large-scale mortality
events typically coincide with unusually
warm sea temperatures in the East Australian Current.

Shearwaters rely on food resources such as krill, crustaceans, squid and fish and
warm sea temperatures on the continental shelf can push their preferred diet further
offshore, leading to starvation.

Rehabilitation and recovery of shearwaters that are depleted following their long
migration is extremely difficult and mortality is very high, even when taken into care.
Birds may be suffering emaciation, dehydration or metabolic dysfunction, all of which
are very difficult to reverse and treat.

The highly pathogenic avian influenza virus, H5 bird flu, is causing mass wildlife
mortalities overseas, particularly among migrating seabirds and shorebirds. While
Australia currently remains free of H5 bird flu it is important that we are all vigilant for
potential incursion.

Please do not to touch sick or dead shearwaters and keep pets away.

Groups of five or more dead birds can be reported to Emergency Animal Disease
(EAD) Hotline on 1800 675 888

For all other injured wildlife please call us on 0484520333
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Macs Own Boardriders Club - a.k.a. the MoB
LAST COMP AND CROWNING OF OUR 2025 BOARDRIDERS
CHAMPIONS

It is another amazing year for the MOB as our 2025 season ends. We might not
always have the best waves, but we truly have the best boardriding club in the
WORLD at MacMasters Beach!!!

Saturday finished the MOB's 20th year with our final comp, followed by an epic
presentation night. Some new winners and defending champs took the honours,
along with wood-fired Pizzas, gelato, bands, beer, and bad dancing.

You can check their socials for some great pics from the night.

A huge thank you to all the committee members and BBQ crew for running such a
successful year. The club is in good hands and at its strongest ever.

Thank you to all our MOB sponsors. You guys are amazing, and we're so happy to
have you all on board. Also, a big thanks to MacMasters Beach Surf Club for
providing the club for our presentation night.

Congrats to all the 2025 Division and Specialty award winners and place getters.

U12 Girls - Harper McMahon

U12 Boys - Mitchi Davis

U16 Girls - Sophie Gilbert

U16 Boys - Soren Bannister

U19 Boys - Reggie Kempster

Open Women - Amee Donohoe

Open A Grade - Matt McLeod

Open B Grade - Maddox Cohen & Lachlan Offord (= 1st)
Masters Over 40s - Joel Gribble

Legends Over 50s - Rod Baldwin
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Kahunas Over 60s - Rod Baldwin

Club Champions - Amee Donohoe, Rod Baldwin, and Soren Bannister
Legend Cup - Dan Cassin

President's Award - Olivia Shannon

Wooden Spoon - Rod Baldwin

Encouragement Award (new DBurge Board) - Kai Doutty

The MOB will kick off again in early 2026 for another season, so please watch the
socials if you are keen to join. We are on Facebook and Instagram
(macsownboardriders).

Ryan Davey

President

Macs Own Boardriders Club
M: +61 438 263 663

Bushcare

We’re continuing to work southwards from the Copacabana - no houses
Tudibaring Beach Access track at the corner of
Lakeside Dr and Tudibaring Pde.

Spot spraying by Council-approved bush
regeneration contractors has been very successful,
and the required follow-up work proved quick and
easy to do. So now we’re getting the contractors to
move into new areas. We’'re pleased with progress.

Our campaign of planting into the open spaces in
the dunes is also going very well, with a great
survival rate and shrubs maturing into healthy
specimens. These plantings are adding further
protection to the dunes from wind and rain erosion
and provides contiguous vegetation cover for
wildlife. To help that wildlife to thrive, it’s important
dogs do not enter the dunes. So even though a lot
of the beach is “of lead”, the dunes are “no dogs”, a
restriction that protects small critters like blue-
tongue lizards, native rats, birds and echidna.

The photos above show the dunes in the 1940s and in 2025. Thanks to Philip Pell for the
1940s photo. We couldn’t identify the exact location of the 1940s photo; the lady wasn’t
there to help.

During the recent school holidays some illegal fires on the beach were left smouldering
overnight. The hot embers in the sand are very dangerous for walkers and dogs, and the
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risk of wind blowing embers into dune vegetation and nearby properties is very high —
and destructive.

We did take time out on the beach to dowse one of those fires.

We’d love to have some more help to keep up our momentum. If you’d like to come
down and help regenerate our dunes, call Tony on 0418 223 114.

We meet every Friday morning 8.00am to 10.00 am, (weather permitting) but you don’t
need to come every week.

No experience is necessary — if you can weed a garden, you can do bush regeneration —
under supervision of course. You just need covered shoes, long pants and long sleeves,
a hat and some water.
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