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  MacMasters Voice  

  January 2026         
 

Website: 
https://www.macmastersbeachprogress.com/ 

Email:  macsbeachprogress@gmail.com 

Happy New Year 

We have a busy program of events coming up in the 
new year.  A lot of them are detailed in this newsletter, 
so read through it carefully to see what’s going on in 
MacMasters Beach.  There’ll be follow-ups in future 
newsletters, plus posts on Facebook and sometimes 
an email. 

We hope you find events that are of interest to you. 

You should also try and get along to our bi-monthly 
meetings to hear what is going on, and to raise any 
issue about MacMasters Beach that you think the Association should look at.  Or email 
us on macmastersbeachprogress@gmail.com. 

So, Happy New Year and we look forward to seeing you at some of the events that will be 
happening trough the year.  But first, the boring stuff…….. 

Notice of the MacMasters Beach Progress Association Inc. 
2026 Annual General Meeting 
(to be followed by the regular bi-monthly Special General 
Meeting) 
 
The Association’s Annual General Meeting will be held; 

• 7.00 pm Monday 23 February 2026 
• The Progress Hall, cnr Three Points Ave and Tudibaring Pde 

 
 

 

 

https://www.macmastersbeachprogress.com/
mailto:macmastersbeachprogress@gmail.com
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Signing of attendance book and confirmation of voting rights 
               Acknowledgment of Country 

       AGENDA 

1. Apologies. 
2. Confirm Minutes of AGM held on 24th Feb 2025.  
3. Motion: “To accept the Minutes of the AGM held on 24th  Feb 2025” 
4. President’s Report – Ken Gardiner 
5. To review the Financial Statements for 2025- Jim Balderstone.  Motion: “To 

accept the Financial Statements for 2025 “ 
6. Election of Office-bearers and Committee: 

o President 
o Vice-president 
o Secretary 
o Treasurer 
o Communications Manager 
o Hall Manager 
o Committee Member 

7. Election of Public Officer (a committee member, usually the Secretary) 
8. Election of Honorary Auditor 

 
Only financial members are allowed to vote or to be nominated to a committee 
position. 

If you would like to nominate for any committee position: 

• Download a nomination form from 
https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/meeting-agendas--minutes.html 

• Complete the form yourself and by your two nominators. 
• Scan the Nomination form and email it to macsbeachprogress@gmail.com by 

Sunday 15 February 2026. 

An election will be conducted by a show of hands at the AGM for any role where more 
than one nomination is received. 

The nominator and the nominee MUST be Financial Members of the Association. 

All current committee members, except the Treasurer Jim Balderstone, have committed 
to continuing in their current roles. A commitment to nominate as the new treasurer has 
also been received. 

If you want an advance copy of the Financial Statement, or information about any 
committee role you may be interested, please email us at 
macsbeachprogress@gmail.com 

mailto:macsbeachprogress@gmail.com
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We are disappointed that Jim Balderstone has decided to step down.  He has done an 
enormous job bringing membership and finances into line, and his wise council at 
meetings will be missed. 

January Special General meeting following AGM 

Apologies 

1. Motion: "To accept the Minutes of the SGM held on 15th December 2025" 

2. Guest visitor Councillor Sharon Walsh 

3. Significant correspondence since 15th December 2025.  

4. Motion:  “To approve an increase in the size of the Committee to 8 members until 

the 2027 AGM”. 

5. Motion: “ To elect Paul Williams as a member of the Committee” 

6. Motion: “To approve to pay annual insurance premium of approximately $3000”. 

The Constitution limits the Committee’s authority to $1000 

7. Update of results from the Road Safety Sub Committee and meeting with Council 

delivered by Tony Powell.  

8. Update on 17 Ocean Drive and 

2A South Pacific Drive. 

9. Dog show and Book Sale for 

the Easter Long Weekend. 

10. Next SGM 20th April. 

Membership fees now due for 
2026 
 

Meeting dates for 2026 

We’re pleased to tell you that the membership 
fee is unchanged at $10 per person, per calendar 
year or part of a year. 
 
To renew your membership please go, now, to   
https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/member
ship.html 
 
read the rules about membership and if you’re 
eligible to renew or join, complete and submit an 
Application/Renewal form.  
 
You should then follow the instructions to make 
a direct credit to our bank account. Don’t forget, 
you can add a donation to your payment if you 
wish to help the operations of the Association. 

AGM followed by a general 
meeting 
23 February 
 
Then bi-monthly general meetings 
27 April 
22 June 
24 Aug 
26 Oct 
14 Dec 
 

IMPORTANT 

https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/membership.html
https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/membership.html
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Our Community Conversations – 
the talk of the town 

The second of our Community Conversations had 
to have a quick rethink after our proposed speaker 
cancelled through sickness.  But local couple 
Susie and Jim Balderstone stepped up and gave a 
fascinating account of their life lived in many 
countries, as Jim followed his career path as an 
engineer.  But it was less about engineering and 
more about raising three young children in 
countries as diverse as Nigeria and Indonesia  

We have some fascinating people in our community, and we hope we can find some 
more to share their stories with us. 

Next Community Conversations  

• Our next speaker will explore how learning Spanish 
connected family, language and travel 
• 6:30pm, Wednesday 25 February 
• Progress Hall cnr Three Points Ave and Tudibaring 
Pde 

 

 

 

Progress Hall Damaged in storm 

The top of a Banksia tree blew down and punctured the roof 
of the Hall on Saturday night and damaged ceiling panels. 

Council arrived promptly and did an excellent but temporary 
repair to keep the roof watertight.  Internal water damage is 
minimal, but fibro ceiling panels are broken.  There is likely 
asbestos risk from broken fragments so repairs will need to 
be effected carefully.  The tree will need trimming and 
material removed, rafters and roof bearers replaced, electric 
cabling checked and insulation roof sheets installed.  

Photos show Council staff wrestling with the tree before 
doing the repairs, and the internal ceiling damage. 

Jim and Susie Balderstone being 
interviewed by Gai Judd 
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Road Safety Committee – report   

Progress so far 

In our last newsletter, we briefly reported that our community survey on road safety on 
The Scenic Road and our request to meet with our Councillors and senior Council staff 
had been well received.   

As a result, our President Ken Gardiner and two members of the Road Safety 
Committee met with our three Ward Councillors, the Director Infrastructure Services, 
the Unit Manager Engineering services and a senior engineer on 11 December. 

We briefed them on our objectives, our process of community engagement especially 
through our survey last September and went through the major issues we had 
identified. 

 

We then took them for a drive along 
The Scenic Road from Doyle St near 
the Kincumber Fire Station to Mount 
Bouddi Rd in the south.  We showed 
them the localities of issues such as 
lack of signage, poor visibility at key 
intersections, poor road edges, open 
drains, location of wildlife crossing 
and so on. 

At the debriefing, the Director gave us 
a run down of what he felt could and 
couldn’t be done and followed that up 
with a 6-page letter.  We are now 
starting to work through the issues to 
improve safety. 

 

Council’s commitments to our road safety suggestions 
Road traffic Survey and safety review 

While our own survey has provided important information about our community’s views 
on road safety, and its tolerance for change, Council wishes to understand the extent of 
the issues.  Its first commitment is to undertake a road traffic survey and safety review. 

This will give them and us useful information about traffic on the road, and the extent of 
speeding. 

The survey will be undertaken over a two-week period in February.  The results will 
“assist in carrying out a safety review of The Scenic Road at this location and identifying 
any warrant for traffic calming measures.”   

Speed limit changes, speed tables and speed cameras 

Council is not responsible for speed limit changes or the installation of speed cameras.   

L to R  Boris Bolgoff Director, Councillor Sharon 
Walsh, Mayor Lawrie McKinna, Councillor Jared 
Wright, Paul Williams Road Safety Committee, Anuj 
Council engineer, Jeanette Williams Unit Manager. 
Missing from photo, PA President Ken Gardiner and 
Tony Powell chair of our Road Safety Committee. 
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The Association will therefore apply to Transport for NSW to review the speed limits into 
and out of the 50kph zone and the installation of a speed camera. 

Council will consider the need to install speed tables or cushions, to calm traffic if their 
need is informed by the road safety review. 

Council does not support the installation of permanent electronic speed advisory signs.  
It has mobile trailer-based signs that it moves around, and The Scenic Road is on that 
roster. 

Wildlife on the road 

Council agrees that the northern section of The Scenic Road is a wildlife corridor.  They 
will therefore install warning signs at each end of the corridor. 

The Association will also work with Bouddi Wildlife to determine if there are other 
measures to be taken to mitigate the risk of collisions with wildlife.  

In 2025, Bouddi Wildlife attended to 17 wallabies that had been struck by cars along the 
road, none of whom survived.  They also recorded 10 collisions with feral deer – a real 
safety risk for drivers.  

 

Vegetation obstructing vision 

Council will undertake a review of vegetation trimming to improve sight distances at 
intersections.  This work is currently being undertaken unofficially by a local resident. 

Following the recent fall of a tree across The Scenic Road, near Warri Cres, that 
damaged a car has prompted us to ask Council to review all the trees along the road to 
reduce the risks they may present to traffic.  

We have stressed we do NOT want wholesale removal of trees – just mitigation of any 
presenting clear and present danger. 

 

Road edge lines and damaged/missing guide posts 

Again, the need for these changes will be informed by the road safety review mentioned 
above. 

 

Deep open drains 

There is no funding available to make major structural changes to the open drains along 
the road, such as covering, rerouting or crash barrier installation.  However, the road 
safety review will indicate if any interim measures could improve safety at specific 
locations. 

We believe that road edge lines and remediated guide posts will go a long way to 
reducing the risks inherent with the open drains. 
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Improved pathways for pedestrians and cyclists 

Council will initially rely on the results of their Walking & Cycling Strategy Development 
that is currently underway in deciding what may happen to improve walking and cycling 
access and safety along The Scenic Road.   

We have asked them to at least put a span or culvert across the deep drain where 
currently walkers are forced onto the road pavement to get around the drain. 

Poor street lighting 

Council has asked us to identify specific locations where we believe street lighting is 
significantly inadequate. 

 
Improved safety near school bus stops 

As part of the Road Safety Review, school bus routes will be reviewed and discussion 
held with school bus company to see if warning signage is warranted 

 

Pedestrian crossing near Imagine Childcare Centre 

Council’s position is that Children Crossing signs are not warranted at childcare 
centres as all children are accompanied by carers and drop off should occur within the 
centre’s parking area. 

We have requested consideration of a pedestrian crossing near the Bounty Hill Rd 
intersection to facilitate walkers from Churchill and Kapyong Closes who want to 
access the Bounty Hill walkway to Stone Place and through to the beach. 

 

Conclusion 

So far, we are encouraged that we’ll be able to make some progress with Council.  A lot 
will depend on the results of the road safety review and their traffic survey.  The process 
will be slow, but we are convinced there are many relatively inexpensive improvements 
that can be made to make travelling along The Scenic Road safer.  

Macs Bookworms Book Club 
Welcome book-lovers and bookworms to 2026. Thanks to 
those who came to our first Macs book club in December.  
What a wonderful night it was sharing our favourite books.  
 
With a fresh start to this year, our aim is to have an opportunity 
to read a set book or any book from the same author or genre.  
We expect to keep the night full of interesting discussions 
across the book theme.  
 
This is an open book club so please bring a friend, it’s about connecting over books 
and meeting likeminded bookworms. 
 
Expect an engaging, relaxing night with the opportunity to share book tips and any of 
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your latest reads that you think others may enjoy. 
 

Books for the next Macs Bookworms Club - February 4 

Author  Fredrik Backman 

Book  My Friends  

Other books by this author Things my Son Needs to Know about the World  

Us Against You 

The Answer is No 

Britt-Marie was Here 

Anxious People 
 

A Man Called Ove 

 
 

Macs Bookworms meeting dates for 2026 
 

Date  Day Time Date Day Time 

4 Feb Wednesday 6.30pm 2 Aug Sunday 3.00pm 

4 March Wednesday 6.30pm 2 Sept  Wednesday 6.30pm 

1 April Wednesday 6.30pm 7 Oct Wednesday 6.30pm 

7 June Sunday 3.00pm 4 Nov Wednesday 6.30pm 

5 July Sunday 3.00pm 2 Dec Wednesday 
 

6.30pm 

 
 
We also captured some other great reads in our first session, so we have collated 
these to add to your reading list. 
 
Macs bookworm recommendations: 
 

Title Author Title Author 

A Fortunate Life 
 

AB Facey 
 

April in Paris 
1921 

 

Chai time at 
Cinnamon 
Gardens 

Shankari 
Chandran 

What We Can 
Know 
 

Ian McEwan 

American Dirt 
 

Jeanine Cummins Extraordinary 
Canadians  
Through Black 
Spruce 
 

Joseph Boyden 

To Sing to War Catherine 
McKinnon 

Tokyo Noir 
 

Jake Adelstein 

This is Happiness Niall Williams   
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Next book sale 
 
Our famous book sales are always popular – you can find some good cheap reads 
and restock your bookshelf for holiday reading.  
 
We had planned a pop-up book sale for the Australia Day weekend, but storm 
damage to the Hall killed that plan. 
 
Easter Saturday 4 April - A double header – books and pets!!! 
 
Booksale - We’ll have the full traditional book sale, so book donations will be called 
for before the sale – for good clean holiday reading, children’s books, and lifestyle 
books like cookery and gardening. 
 
Pet show – There will be fun events, especially for kids to 
bring along their pets, including judging in categories that 
could be   
 

▪ Coolest dog at the beach 
▪ Best dressed chicken 

▪ Most articulate bird 
▪ The cat that is the most cat 
▪ Fastest axolotl 

 
Full details of the actual categories will be in future newsletters 

 

 

Sighting of Critically Endangered Bird at Little Beach 

Nick Carson, Education Officer for Landcare, Central Coast Council, and bird 
enthusiast, gave us this article about a very remarkable event at our Little Beach in 
Bouddi National Park. 

The recent sighting of a Critically Endangered Beach Stone-curlew Esacus 
magnirostris at Little Beach has Central Coast birders a’twitter!  
 
The sighting, by bush regeneration volunteers, is the first record of this species in the 
former Gosford LGA! The sighting is even more remarkable considering that there are as 
few as13 Beach Stone-curlews in all of NSW! 
  

 

Join our new parents’ group 

We’ve set up a new WhatsApp to help young parents in our community to make 
connections with other parents and to organise some kids’ events. 

Message 0419 539 929 for information. 
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The Beach Stone-curlew (BSC) is a large wading 
bird with a body up to 56cm long and a 1.1m 
wingspan. They have a huge, powerful bill which 
they use to catch and crush their prey which 
consists mostly of crabs. BSCs are exclusively 
found on the coast and adjacent estuaries of 
northern Australia and in NSW are distributed 
patchily from the Queensland border down to Port 
Stephens. 
 
Breeding birds are quite sedentary, and it is 
thought that the bird seen at Little Beach may have 
been a young bird looking for a territory. There has 
recently been a BSC at Long Reef on the Northern 
Beaches and perhaps this bird visited Bouddi 
National Park for the day. Unfortunately, despite 
searches from local birders, the bird has not been 
seen again locally. 
  
Beach Stone-curlews are crepuscular, meaning they are mainly active at dawn and 
dusk as well as through the night. Although, as our local volunteers found out, BSCs do 
move around during the day especially when following tidal changes. In daylight hours, 
the BSC may be heard making quiet, chirping calls. At night however, these birds call 
with a wailing ‘weer-loo call’ which is quite similar to that of the related Bush Stone-
curlew Burhinus grallarius. 
  
The primary threats to the Beach Stone-curlew include habitat loss, human disturbance 
(including 4WDs on beaches), predation by introduced species such as foxes, feral cats 
and dogs and climate change. The NSW Government has a ‘Saving our Species’ 
strategy in place for the BSC which can be viewed here Project details - Saving Our 
Species | NSW planning and environment 
  
To protect the Beach Stone-curlew, it is essential that we all play our part in conserving 
their habitats and minimising disturbances. Simple actions such as keeping dogs out of 
National Parks, always walking your dog on a leash, respecting nesting areas, and 
participating in local conservation initiatives can make a significant difference in the 
survival of this species. 
  
We are so fortunate to have areas such as Bouddi National Park set aside for our 
wildlife and special sightings such as this highlight the importance of protected 
reserves and quiet places. 
  
If you see a Beach Stone-curlew, please record your sightings in the Birdata app and 
report to the local NPWS office. 
  

 

The Critically Endangered Beach 
Stone Curlew spotted at Little 
Beach 12 November 2025 

https://savingourspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/project/14
https://savingourspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/project/14
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Bouddi Bushcare has been working in the park for 
over 30 years. Initially concentrating on Maitland 
Bay, the group expanded to working on 12 sites in 
Bouddi NP including Putty, Tallow, Lobster and 
Little beaches as well as other sites in the park. 
The group predominantly draws its membership 
from the Bouddi Peninsular (including 
MacMasters Beach) but also from Avoca, Woy 
Woy and Bateau Bay.  It works every Wednesday 
8-10.30 am. If you would like to join, contact Deb 
Holloman on 0404 082 817.  
 
For more information on our biodiversity and how 

to report sightings, please 

see  https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/natural-areas-and-
biodiversity/environmental-education-and-citizen-science 
  
Joining Council’s Environmental Volunteering Program is another way to improve local 
habitat for wildlife. To find out more, please 

visit  https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/environmental-
programs/environmental-groups 
 
 
 

Community AEDs in Macs Beach 
 
A reminder that there are Four Heart Defibrillators (AEDs) in 
MacMasters Beach, accessible 24/7. 
 

You’ll find them at: 

1. The drive into the bush fire station 
2. The deck of the Progress Hall 
3. On the grassy patch at the northern end of the Surf Club 

building, 
4. The car park at Zac’s Coffee Shack 

 

For more information, go to 

https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/community-defibrillators.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Beach-Stone Curlew at Long 
Reef, on Sydney’s Northern 
Beaches 

 

 

 

The units are checked monthly. 

If you see any are missing or vandalised, please email us 

macsbeachprogress@gmail.com 

Tell us where and wht the problem is and we’ll get it attended to. 

https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/natural-areas-and-biodiversity/environmental-education-and-citizen-science
https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/natural-areas-and-biodiversity/environmental-education-and-citizen-science
https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/environmental-programs/environmental-groups
https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/environmental-programs/environmental-groups
https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/community-defibrillators.html
mailto:macsbeachprogress@gmail.com
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Voices from the Community 
 
MacMasters Beach Surf Lifesaving Club 
 
MacMasters Beach SLSC would like to thank the 
Progress Association for its help at our Twilight 
Nippers on December 14th.  
 
As part of our community Christmas carols evening 
including the arrival of Santa, members of the 
Progress Association (photo L to R Gai Judd, Margot 
Gardiner, Tony Powell, and Margot’s sister-in-law Pru 
were good enough to give our Nipper parents a break 
and manned the BBQ, raising funds for the surf club.  
 
Despite starting in the shade on a very warm evening they worked up a sweat as the sun 
beamed down on them feeding the crowd, young and old. A few cold beers and drinks kept 
the team going.  
 
On behalf of Macs Nippers we would like to say thank you and happy new year.  (Ed. Our 
pleasure! See you next year.)  

 
Bushcare 
 
The Bureau of Meteorology told us to expect a warm, wet spring and summer, so we did a lot 
of planting in the dunes in the expectation that Mother Nature would keep the seedlings 
watered.  Alas, some weather system in Antarctica flipped, and we’ve had a hot dry period 
instead, and we know the latest seedlings have struggled – i.e. died.   
 
So. no more planting until very late Autumn and winter when we know there’ll be a better 
chance of survival. 
 
We did get a great deal of help from about 30 year-ten 
students from Central Coast Grammer School, who 
selected a session at MacMasters Beach – one hour 
surfing session, and one hour dune regeneration as 
their end-of-year community development.   
 
These great kids did a huge amount of work, targeting 
Mother of Millions, and have saved us 30 hours of 
time and effort.  They can come back any time! 
 
 
We’d love to have some more help to keep up our momentum.  If you’d like to come down 
and help regenerate our dunes, call Tony on 0418 223 114.   
 
We meet every Friday morning 8.00am to 10.00 am, (weather permitting) but you don’t need to 
come every week.    
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No experience is necessary – if you can weed a garden, you can do bush regeneration – under 
supervision of course.   You just need covered shoes, long pants and long sleeve shirt, a hat 
and some water. We’ll show you what’s a weed and how to kill it. 
 

 
 


