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Yes, there’s a book sale Oct long 
weekend 

Saturday 4 Oct 8.30am to noon 

Progress Hall 

Cnr Tudibaring Pde & Three Points Ave 

But no new donations of books please, except children’s 
books. 

We need to clear existing stock 

Proceeds will go into our funds to cover the costs for the increased activities the 
Association has planned. 

Road Safety Committee – report 

As we’ve reported before, the Association has established a Road Safety Committee to 
address community concerns about road safety in our village.  This is in response to 
concerns raised by residents directly to us, and some of the horrifying stories on the 
MacMasters Beach Network Facebook Group. 

The Committee’s mission is; 

Through engagement with the community, determine the road safety issues in 
MacMasters Beach, and engage with Council and other relevant authorities to address 
and mitigate the community’s road safety concerns. 

Our initial focus will be on The Scenic Rd – the road used by all residents, visitors and 
vehicles accessing the Bouddi Peninsula. 
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We need to inform ourselves on all the safety issues and identify some possible 
solutions.  Critically, we need to determine the Community’s appetite for the changes 
to road infrastructure that may be needed to implement acceptable solutions. 

 So, we undertook a survey which was issued to all our members and friends, as well as 
posted on the Network Facebook page. 

We received a very valuable 257 responses. Thanks to all of you for the responses and 
thoughtful omments 

As the over-18 population of MacMasters Beach is approximately 1088*, that is 23.6% of 
the adult population.   

However, Question 1 of the survey broke respondents down into three groups, which 
had the following response rates 

Residency No. of responses  % of total responses 
MacMasters Beach 185 72 
Non-resident property 
owners 

58 22.5 

Non-residents/property 
owners road users 

14 5.5 

 

So 17% of the adult population of MacMasters Beach responded. There are 
approximately 280* unoccupied properties in MacMasters Beach so there were 
responses from an estimated 20% of the non-resident property owners. 

*2021 Census 

So we believe the responses we got represent a reasonable cross section of the views 
of the community. 

The results so far 

We’ve done a significant amount of analysis of the results, including the 688 written 
responses to 5 of the 8 questions. 

These results are giving us numerical and anecdotal evidence about what the 
community wants and doesn’t want, and some good ideas.  These will guide us in our 
thinking about any submissions we may be making. 

Some of the very high-level results so far tell us; 

• There is considerable concern about poor road conditions; road surface, pot 
holes, road edges, road marking, wildlife, street lighting, open drains and lines of 
sight. 

• The level of bad driver behaviour is unacceptable, notably speeding, tailgating and 
crossing the centre line. 

• The speed limit from near the Kincumber Fire Station to near Zacs Coffee Shack is 
too high.  

• The road is widely considered unsafe for pedestrians and cyclists. 
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We are still discussing the results, so we have not formed any final opinions on any of 
the issues.  We will start the process of discussing the results with our Ward 
Councillors as well as talking to the police about an increased presence on the road to 
address the poor behaviours.  We will then start discussions with Council to try to 
improve conditions where these can be done quickly and economically, before 
embarking on any major solutions. 

Former Association President gifted an appreciation  

Having awarded Barbara Wills Life Membership of the 
Association at our 23 June meeting, our meeting on  25 Aug, 
saw current President Ken Gardiner present her with a glass 
bowl as an acknowledment and appriciation of her service. 

The other new Life 
Membership recipient, 
Helen Waterhouse, will 
receive her appreciation at 
the next meeting, after shes 
returned from her “bucket-
list” trip flying over Kati 
Thanda -Lake Eyre.  

 

Objection to second sub-division at 17 Ocean Dr  

Loal residents brought to our attention two Development Applications recently lodged 
with Council for 17 Ocean Dr. 

A recent DA was approved to sub-divide this large block into two – a perfectly 
acceptable sub-division. 

However, two more DAs have been lodged, to further sub-divide these two blocks into 
four, and build two semi-detached buildings on the two sites. 

Subdivision into two is quite acceptable to us. Further subdivision into four is not 
consistent with the character of MacMasters Beach and would seem to be 
inconsistent with the scenic qualities under the Central Coast Development Control 
Plan (the DCP). 
 

The DCP expressly says about development in MacMasters Beach that the locality 
has; 
 

• low absorption capacity 
• high visual sensitivity 
• overscale and prominently sited residential buildings, large developments on 

visible slopes are detracting elements. 
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Further, the DCP includes two Development Objectives that seem to be relevant to 
these two DAs; 
 

7. Retain and enforce existing provisions contained within instruments and policies 
relating to the low-density nature of development in all landscape units except in the 
medium density Avoca Bowl area 

 

9.  Encourage new buildings in MacMasters Beach to blend into existing fabric and 
environment. 
 

The development of four subdivisions of approximately only 400sq m each, with 
multi story dwellings of up to 8.5 m in height seems to be inconsistent with the 
requirements of the DCP. 

 

Council’s Coastal Management 
Plans 

Two of these Plans directly affect our community – the 
Open Coast, and the Coastal Lagoons.  

The Draft Open Coast plan has been issued and public 
consultation undertaken, including a drop-in session 
at our Surf Club. 

The Open Coast Plan is required to rationalise the existing two, different plans covering 
the former Wyong and Gosford Open Coast, and to meet current State legislation. 

The Progress Association reviewed the 258 page draft, and met with the report’s external 
consultant-author and the Council manager responsible. 

We were largely pleased with the Plan and saw little of any concern to us.  However, 
there were two areas of deficiency we have asked Council to consider in its final version 
that goes to the relevant State Minister for ratification. 

These two areas were mentioned in passing in the early part of the Plan, but there was 
no further mention of the issues and how they may be addressed. We think they need 
more consideration as they affect our coastline 

These were 

1. Rockfall, land slip and cliff collapse from the Middle Headland  
2. Tsunamis. 

Rockfall 

The Middle Headland overhangs the beach and comprises unstable sandstone, 
resulting in occasional stones, rocks and boulders falling on the beach, with resulting 
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risk to beach users.  The risk of further rock fall appears very high, and the likelihood of 
slips or major cliff collapse needs to be considered and addressed. 

We have asked them to consider: 

a) Assess the risk 
b) Include appropriate warning signs 
c) Fence off high-risk areas 
d) Monitor rock face stability 
e) Take measures to improve that stability 

Tsunamis 

While the risk of tsunamis occurring on our coastline is considered moderate, the 
impact of a tsunami can be considerable; they are low occurrence but very high impact 
hazards.  However, they are considered significant enough that the Federal 
Government operates the Australian Tsunami Warning Centre. 

We therefore requested Council: 

1. Explicitly include tsunami risk in the final Open Coast CMP. 
2. Undertake tsunami hazard mapping and inundation modelling for 

MacMasters Beach and other vulnerable open coast locations. 
3. Integrate tsunami response planning, including: 

o Identification of evacuation zones and routes; 
o Community education and signage; 
o Coordination with the NSW SES and Australian Tsunami Warning Centre. 

The other Plan about Lagoons is currently stalled, as Council has directed its resources 
to the Open Coast Plan, which is needed to assist in its management of the current 
beach/dune erosion issues at North Entrance and Wamberal. 

Community AEDs in Macs Beach 

A reminder that there are Four Heart Defibrillators (AEDs) in 
MacMasters Beach, accessible 24/7. 
 

You’ll find them at: 

1. The drive into the bush fire station 
2. The deck of the Progress Hall 
3. On the grassy patch at the northern end of the Surf Club 

building, 
4. The car park at Zac’s Coffee Shack 

 

For more information, go to 

https://www.macsbeachprogress.com/community-defibrillators.html 
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Community Events & Activities 

We’re very keen to promote activities in our community to increase connectivity among 
our resident population and make Mas Beach a vibrant and interesting community to 
live in or visit, while retaining our casual village vibe. 

So, we’ve got some events coming up soon that may be of interest to stimulate your 
mind and/or your body. They’re free, so come along and try them out and meet like-
minded people from around our village. 
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Next general meetings 
 

• 27 Oct 2025 

• 15 Dec 2025 

 
6.30pm for a cup of tea 

7.00 pm meeting start 
 

Progress Hall 
Cnr Tudibaring Pde and Three Points 

Ave 
 

Association Membership 
Membership is steadily rising and is now 215. 
 
Our financial year is January to December, so 
expect renewal information around 
February/March next year.  

 

 

Voices from the Community 
 
Bushcare 
Following the successful Council-approved contract 
spraying of Asparagus fern in the parts of the dunes, 
we are now about to fund the Contractors to do 
follow-up work to manually remove any of this weed 
that managed to avoid being sprayed.  
 
The spraying was so successful that we have already 
started planting into the void created by the death of 
the weeds, to ensure full vegetative cover of the 
dunes.  Apart from the major labour-saving benefits 
of spraying it also minimises sand disturbance as we 
don’t dig the crowns out.  That way they stay in place, 
holding the sand together while the new plantings establish themselves.  We try not to trash 
the environment while we are saving the environment! 
 
We’ve also been planting into the revetment build by Council following the disastrous dune 
erosion when the lagoon was opened illegally earlier this year.   We’ve been putting in ground 
covers like coastal spinifex and saltbush, scaevola and pig face on the revetment itself, as 
well as planting shrubs immediately above the revetment to stabilise the dunes themselves. 
 
We also need more help.  If you’d like to come down and help regenerate our dunes, call Tony 
on 0418 223 114.   
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We meet every Friday morning 8.00am to 10.00 am, 
but you don’t need to come every week.   No 
experience is necessary – if you can weed a garden, 
you can do bush regeneration – under supervision of 
course.    
 
Here’s four of our stalwarts, who’d love some extra 
help, with our Council supervisor – Robyn Urquhart 
(yellow shirt) 

 
MacMasters Beach Surf Lifesaving Club 
 
Where would be without our Surf Lifesaving Club?  
 
They’re on patrol at weekends protecting us, teaching kids surf skills, training community 
members in first aid and life saving and operating our community hub – the Surf Club building 
with its bar, kiosk and community meeting paces. 
 
With summer on its way, the Club is gearing back up to full operational status.  Why not get 
involved. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


